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AUSTRIA 

*Yl45 


*Yl46 


CANADA 

*YA100a 


100  Schilling  1976,  .640  Silver 
(36mm),  Centennial  of  Vienna 
Civic  Theater 

100  Schilling  1976,  Silver, 
1000th  Anniversary  Province  of 
Carinthia 


100  Dollars  1976,  .9167  Gold 
(25mm),  Olympic  Issue.  (These 
specificiations  are  for  the 
Proof  piece;  Uncirculated  ex- 
amples are  .5833  Gold  (27mm). 


COSTA  RICA 


Y85 
Y8  6 
Y87 


EGYPT 

Y160 

*Y161 


5 Co lone s 1975,  Nickel  (29.9mm) 

10  Colones  1975;  Nickel  (32.8mm) 
20  Colones  1975,  Nickel  (37.75mm) 
(Y85-87:  25th  Anniversary  of 

Central  Bank) 


10  Milliemes  1976,  Brass  (21mm) 

1 Pound  1976,  .720  Silver  (35™) 
(Y160-161:  5fh  F0A0O.  Coinage) 


30  Pleasant  St . ) 

< *Y57 

Colebrook,  N.H.  03576  ) 

\ 

Mail  Bid  Sales  ( 

Carl  Young  \ 

/ GREECE 

P.  0.  Box  1836  ) 

\ rjh 

Dallas,  TX  75221  \ 

( Y75 

( Y76 

Correspondence  to  all  \ 

other  staff  should  be  \ 

( GUYANA 

mailed  direct  to:  \ 

( Y7 

P.  0.  Box  30013  \ 

y8 

Dallas,  TX  75230  \ 

Y9 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

20  Mark  1976,  .625  Silver  (33mm) 
150th  Anniversary  Birth  of 
Wilhelm  Liebknecht 


50  Lepta  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  ( 17.9mm) 

1 Drachma  1976,  " (21mm) 

2 Drachmai  197b,  " (24mm) 


1 Cent  1976,  Copper-Zinc  ( 16mm) 

5 Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (19.5mm) 
10  Cents  1976,  " (18mm) 


(Continued  on  page  252) 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1977-1978  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  is- 
suing a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer  to  serve  for  the  calendar  years 
of  1977  and  1978. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted through  the  month  of  August,  1976. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance 
and  ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
office  for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 

Ballots  will  be  mailed  to  the  membership  in  October,  1976  and  shall 
be  returned  and  tabulated  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Governors. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July  1976  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
September  1,  1976,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1265  Don  Graney,  252  Pershing  Ave.,  Glen  Bumie,  Md.  21061 

12 66  R.  A.  Darnell 

(German  Notgeld  1914-1919;  "Reichsbank"  Note  Issues) 

1267 -MT  John  Gordon  Humphris,  P.  0.  Box  34,  Sidney,  Ohio  45365 
(India,  Middle  East,  North  Africa) 

1268  Missouri  Numismatic  Society,  Sidney  L.  Nusbaum,  Secretary, 

P.  0.  Box  10956,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  63135  --  (Club  Membership) 

1269-MT  Andreas  G.  Pitsillides,  P.  0.  Box  1019;  Nicosia,  Cyprus 
(Cyprus  & Greek  Coins) 

1270  James  C.  Piracies,  2115  Penn  Ave.  South,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

55405 

1271-MT  Richard  E.  Eargle,  Box  4546,  Winter  Park,  Fla.  32793 
(European,  especially  German  and  French) 

Reinstatements ; The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 
and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

0382  D.  S.  Carpenter,  12515  Croyden  Circle,  Dallas,  Texas  75230 
(World  Types) 

0352-MT  James  H.  Center,  8569  Blue  Lake  Drive,  San  Diego,  Cal.  92119 
(Chinese  Struck  Coinage) 
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0709 -MT  Robert  Manser,  125  Collins  St.,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3000, 
Australia  --  (Commonwealth,  Australia,  New  Zealand) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the 
last  report: 


Donation  and 

Name  Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 

John  LeLacheur  142  coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


Special  Fund  Donations 

Fund  for  Extra  Expense  of  Special  Issue  (June  1976),  $100.00  needed: 


Balance  from  last  month: 
Fred  Brandes 
Ed  King 

Thomas  P.  Rockwell 

Total  This  Month: 
Total  to  Date: 


$10.00 

5-00 

10.00 


$35.00 

25.00 

$60.00 


Fund  for  Expense  of  Shipping  Library  to  Colebrook,  N.H.,  Approxi- 
mately $160.00  needed: 


Balance  from  last  month: 
Fred  Brandes 
Vance  H.  Lacy 
Thomas  P.  Rockwell 

Total  This  Month: 
Total  to  Date: 


$10.00 

10.00 

10.00 


$45.00 


30.00 

$75.00 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 


WANTED  --  two  volunteers. 

Your  Texas  counterparts  would  like  to  spread  a bit  of  the  work  around. 
Many  hours  of  volunteer  FREE  time  are  put  in  each  and  every  month  by 
your  officers  and  staff  in  Texas,  plus  our  new  Librarian  in  Colebrook, 
N.H.  There  occasionally  are  some  jobs  which  could  be  handled  almost 
anywhere  and  that  is  the  purpose  of  this  solicitation  for  volunteers. 

First,  a member  who  also  has  a photographic  hobby  is  needed  to  do 
coin  photography  for  illustrations  in  the  NI  BULLETIN.  Hopefully, 
we  can  find  someone  who  would  do  this  for  NI  on  a cost  basis  as  the 
cost  of  commercial  photography  is  too  excessive  to  even  consider  at 
this  time.  Any  member  interested  in  helping  out  in  this  respect 
should  contact  Editor  Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  other  details. 

Second,  Editor  Fraley  needs  a volunteer  who  would  compile  a topical 
index  each  year  for  the  NI  BULLETIN.  The  1975  Index  needs  to  be  com- 
pleted, plus  starting  work  on  1976.  This  job  would  only  take  a lit- 
tle time  each  month  and  does  not  need  to  be  in  finish  typed  form. 
Contact  Editor  Fraley  on  this  also. 

224 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Favors  deleting  "Collectors'  Coins"  from  New  Issues  listing 

I heartily  agree  with  your  comments  in  the  May  issue  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN  regarding  the  listing  of  "Collectors'  Coins"  in  the  New 
Issues  column  --  or  anywhere  else  within  the  BULLETIN1 

I am  a very  recent  member  of  NI,  and  my  reason  for  applying  for 
membership  was  to  enhance  my  knowledge  of  coins  and  coinage,  and 
the  organization  has  been  of  great  benefit  already.  As  a subscrib- 
er to  three  different  coin  newspapers,  any  interest  I may  have  in 
"Collectors'  Coins"  will  be  served  by  them. 

Ed  King,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

(Ed. : No  decision  has  been  made  as  we  would  like  to  hear  from 

more  of  our  non-USA  membership  as  to  how  much  the  New  Issues 
department  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  is  used  by  them.  No  doubt,  dele- 
tion of  these  listings  would  not  affect  many  USA  members  as  most 
also  subscribe  to  commercial  hobby  publications  which  cover  the 
"Collectors'  Coins"  most  extensively.) 


Reply  to  I.  C.  G.  Campbell's  "Numismatic  Puzzle"  in  April  issue 


The  puzzle  object  you  illustrate  in  the  April  edition  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN  is  what  is  known  as  a "Billie  & Charlie"  and  is  one  of  a 
very  extensive  series  of  spurious  antiquities. 

They  first  came  to  light  in  1857  and  were  unearthed  during  the  re- 
building of  the  Shadwell  Dock  in  London  (less  than  two  miles,  in 
fact,  from  where  I live) . Their  appearance  created  a sensation  and 
there  were  many  willing  buyers  amongst  antiquaries  and  museums. 

Some  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  their  authenticity  and  this  led  to 
a libel  suit  where  one  of  the  dock  workers  described  how  he  bought 
the  objects  from  the  labourers  who  had  dug  them  out,  and  how  he 
then  resold  them  to  antique  dealers.  The  court  decided  after 
hearing  the  opinions  of  two  experts  that  they  were  genuine. 

Demand  was  intense  for  several  years  until  one  enterprising  gentle- 
man actually  discovered  the  manufacturers  at  work  with  their  plaster 
moulds.  These  two  men,  Billie  & Charlie  (hence  the  name  for  the 
objects)  turned  out  to  be  the  same  men  who  had  said  they  had  bought 
the  "antiquities"  from  the  dock  labourers.  In  fact  they  made  them, 
artificially  aged  them,  planted  them  and  then  rediscovered  them. 

A vast  number  were  made  and  the  Secretary  of  British  Archaeological 
Association  at  the  time  estimated  that  there  were  in  excess  of  12,000 
in  circulation. 

Once  it  was  revealed  that  they  were  fakes  however  they  dissappeared 
from  public  display  and  no-doubt  many  were  destroyed.  Several 
museums  do  however  have  collections,  amongst  them  the  British  Museum 
London  and  the  Guildhall  Museum  London. 

They  come  in  a great  variety  of  different  shapes  and  sizes.  Al- 
though the  most  frequently  seen  types  are  the  "medallions"  as  in 
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your  illustration.  One  also  comes  across  smaller  (tokens?),  Pil- 
grim’s badges,  spoons,  knives,  statuettes,  vases,  rugs,  etc. 

The  metal  normally  used  was  lead  but  a brassy  alloy  or  occasionally 
bronze  was  also  used.  I have  yet  to  see  two  identical  specimens 
but  they  do  have  "give-away"  features.  The  legends  never  make 
sense,  being  imposed  of  random  letters  and  many  bear  dates  in  arabic 
numerals  purporting  to  be  of  the  11th  and  12th  centuries.  Arabic 
numerals  do  not  appear  on  coins  and  medals  until  the  15th  century. 

Although  Billie  & Charlie  were  supposed  to  have  been  illiterate, 
they  displayed  a considerable  technical  and  artistic  talent  and  must 
have  got  their  ideas  from  pictures  of  genuine  antiquities  published 
in  magazines,  such  as  the  Illustrated  London  News  or  even  possibly 
antiquarian  publications.  They  are  now  considered  to  be  collect- 
ible and  fetch  sums  varying  from  £10  up  to  £50,  and  maybe  even  more. 

Philip  Memick 

London,  England 


REPORT  OF  EXISTENCE  OF  FRENCH  INDO  CHINA  1 CENTIME  1921  (NO  MM) 
by  Anton  Fox 

At  this  time  I would  like  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  French 
Indo  China  1 Centime  1921  (no  mint  mark)  Y4.  This  coin  is  not  list- 
ed in  the  current  edition  of  Krause -Mi shier ' s Standard  Catalog  of 
World  Coins . 

Through  research  and  correspondence  with  the  Department  of  the  Treas- 
ury, I was  able  to  learn  that  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  1,710,000 
of  the  piece. 

The  dies  used  in  st ricking  these  coins  no  longer  exist.  Some  of 
them  were  returned  to  the  French  government,  others  were  destroyed 
in  the  presence  of  the  Counsel  General  of  France  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint . 

These,  and  other  coins  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  for  French 
Indo  China,  were  shipped  to  Indo  China  by  steamer. 

I have  two  of  these  coins  in  my  own  collection  and  know  of  about  10 
more  in  other  collections  at  this  time.  At  first,  the  coin  was 
thought  to  be  Rare,  but  with  this  new  information,  it  is  only  Scarce. 

Also,  as  another  bit  of  information,  the  French  Cochin  China  Y2  1885 
1 Centime  were  struck  in  Proof  (100  pcs.)  for  the  Antwerp  Exposition 
in  1885.  A limited  issue  was  struck  for  general  circulation,  but 
the  number  is  not  known  at  this  time.  The  price  shown  on  page  1347 
of  the  Krause -Mi shier  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  should  be  for 
the  general  circulation  issue  and  not  for  the  one  in  Proof. 

Again,  this  researcher  requests  further  information,  opinions,  ideas 
and/or  comments  from  other  collectors  of  this  field.  (Anton  Fox, 

P.  0.  Box  33683>  Seattle,  Wash.  98133*) 
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LEGAL  PROBLEMS  ARISE  CONCERNING  THE  HOARD  OF  TWISK  (THE  NETHERLANDS) 


(The  following  story  was  related  to  NI  BULLETIN  Editor  Marvin  L. 
Fraley  by  NI  member  Peter  Kraneveld,  Purmerend,  The  Netherlands.) 

In  January  of  1975  a contractor  and  some  of  his  laborers  were  at 
work  preparing  the  soil  around  a farmhouse  in  the  small  town  of 
Twisk  in  northern  Holland.  An  out-of-towner  had  recently  bought 
the  farmhouse  for  a second  home  and  had  contracted  the  work  done. 

One  of  the  laborers  discovered  some  coins,  which  later  turned  out  to 
be  of  the  period  of  the  Middle  Ages.  He  showed  the  coins  to  his 
boss,  the  contractor,  who  looked  at  them  and  said  they  were  nothing 
and  tossed  them  into  his  car.  The  laborer  told  the  contractor  that 
if  they  were  worth  anything  that  he  wanted  to  share  in  their  value. 

The  contractor  took  the  coins  to  a collector  in  the  city  of  Alkmaar, 
site  of  the  famous  cheese  market,  and  as  it  turned  out  was  paid  over 
25,000  Dutch  Gulden  for  the  hoard.  When  he  went  back  and  visited 
with  the  laborers,  he  told  them  he  got  only  300  Gulden  for  the  pieces 
and  divided  it  amongst  them  equally,  keeping  his  proportionate  share. 

The  collector  in  Alkmaar  took  the  hoard  to  Jacques  Schulman,  the 
well  known  numismatic  dealer  in  Amsterdam,  and  asked  that  they  be 
placed  in  his  next  auction.  Mr.  Schulman  listed  the  hoard,  which 
consisted  of  12  gold  and  138  silver  coins,  in  his  Auction  Catalog 
No.  263>  which  was  sold  in  the  Carlton  Hotel  in  Amsterdam  on  27-29 
April,  1976,  realizing  a tremendous  profit  to  the  Alkmaar  collector. 
The  pieces  of  the  hoard  consisted  of  many  coins  from  the  Dutch  Mid- 
dle Ages,  plus  specimens  of  Germany,  England,  France,  Portugal  and 
Spain.  The  issue  period  of  the  pieces  ranged  from  the  late  l^OO's 
to  1568. 

The  Schulman  auction,  always  an  outstanding  numismatic  event  in 
Europe,  brought  about  several  press  notices.  Due  to  the  publicity 
concerning  the  auction,  the  laborers  who  originally  found  the  hoard 
in  Twisk  learned  of  the  importance  of  their  find  and  some  inkling 
of  its  value  and  went  to  the  police  for  advice.  The  police  inform- 
ed them  of  their  rights  since  Dutch  law  requires  that  all  hoards  un- 
earthed must  be  submitted  to  the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet  in  The  Hague  or 
to  the  State  Archeological  Service  at  Amersfoort.  Hoards  are  then 
identified,  recorded  and  returned  to  the  finder.  Further,  Dutch 
law  states  that  the  finder  of  such  a hoard  is  owner  of  l/2  of  the 
value,  with  the  other  l/2  going  to  the  owner  of  the  soil  where  it 
was  found.  Since  the  contractor,  who  originally  sold  the  coins  to 
the  collector  at  Alkmaar,  did  not  abide  by  law,  and  misrepresented 
the  value  of  the  hoard  to  his  laborers,  it  is  probable  that  he  will 
face  charges  of  theft. 

To  further  complicate  the  situation,  the  owner  of  the  soil  has  a 
claim  for  l/2  of  the  value  of  the  hoard.  As  the  hoard  has  now  been 
sold  through  the  Schulman  auction,  problems  arise  as  to  ascertaining 
the  real  value  of  the  coins.  Mr.  Schulman  states  that  his  auction 
catalog  estimates  were  actually  too  low  in  value,  but  further  states 
the  prices  realized  are  too  high  in  value  inasmuch  as  the  hoard  re- 
ceived several  "unlimited"  bids,  due  to  the  large  amount  of  publicity, 
which  in  reality  inflated  the  actual  market  value  of  many  pieces. 

The  matter  is  currently  in  litigation  and  probably  will  not  be  clear- 
ed up  for  some  time. 
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THE  JAPANESE  AMERICAN  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY  INVITES  NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Japanese  American  Philatelic  Society  was  first  organized  in  San 
Francicso,  California,  in  1939  hy  ten  individuals  who  are  the  chart- 
er members  of  the  Society.  Disbanded  during  World  War  II,  the 
Society  was  reactivated  in  late  19^9 . 

During  the  early  history  of  the  Society,  monthly  meetings  were  held 
either  in  private  homes  or  at  traditional  meeting  places.  This  led 
to  a congenial  and  informal  atmosphere  which  has  been  retained  to 
this  day.  The  Society  now  holds  regularly  scheduled  meetings  on 
the  third  Sunday  of  each  month  in  a community  meeting  place,  alter- 
nating periodically  between  Oakland  and  San  Francisco,  California. 

From  its  modest  beginning  in  1939>  the  Society  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  popular  philatelic  groups  in  Northern  California. 
Under  the  leadership  of  its  officers  and  interested  members,  the 
membership  has  continued  to  grow,  with  other  chapters  that  have 
flourished  from  time  to  time  in  Los  Angeles,  Fresno  and  Philadelphia. 
The  membership  extends  throughout  the  United  States  and  includes 
members  in  Canada,  Japan  and  Europe.  The  activities  of  the  Society 
include  studies  of  the  history  and  culture  of  the  various  stamps 
and  stationery  issues  of  Japan,  Manchukuo  and  the  Ryukyu  Islands, 
and  of  Japanese  Occupation  issues  in  Southeast  Asia. 

The  official  publication  of  the  Society  is  the  award  winning  POSTAL 
BELL.  It  is  published  in  alternate  months  and  mailed  free  of  charge 
to  all  members.  It  contains  current  postal  information  and  descrip- 
tions and  illustrations  of  future  postal  emissions.  Articles  appear 
which  develop  an  insight  into  the  postal  history  and  culture  of  the 
countries  involved.  Occasional  monographs  are  also  published  and 
distributed  free  to  all  members. 

One  of  the  important  functions  of  the  Society  is  providing  to  its 
members  on  request  all  new  issues  of  the  Japanese  Postal  Service. 

An  advance  deposit  is  required  which  must  be  replenished  as  the 
funds  are  depleted. 

On  the  regular  social  calendar  of  the  Society  is  an  authentic  Japan- 
ese dinner  held  at  one  of  the  fine  Japanese  restaurants  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area,  usually  in  place  of  the  December  meeting. 

In  brief,  this  is  the  story  of  the  Japanese  American  Philatelic 
Society.  It  is  well  recognized  in  Japan  and  Europe  as  one  of  the 
leading  Japanese  specialty  philatelic  groups  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  a participating  member  of  the  Council  of  Northern  California 
Philatelic  Societies  and  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society. 

A cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  collectors  to  visit  our 
monthly  meetings  and  become  an  active  participant  in  our  organiz- 
ation. No  initiation  fee  is  required,  just  annual  dues  of  $5.00 
for  Regular  Members  (residents  of  the  Bay  Area),  $U.OO  for  Associate 
Members  (other  residents  of  the  US  and  Canada)  and  $5*00  for  Assoc- 
iate Members  residing  in  other  countries. 

The  Society's  address  is:  P.  0.  Box  10^9;  El  Cerrito,  CA  9^530* 
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Personages  Portrayed 


on  Japanese 
Paper  Money 

by  Dr.  Felix  D.  Bertalanffy,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada 


(Reprinted  in  part  from  THE  POSTAL  BELL,  July-August  1975;  the  of- 
ficial organ  of  the  Japanese  American  Philatelic  Society,  W.  H.  Mc- 
Connell, editor.) 

(This  article  first  appeared  under  the  title  "Personages  Portrayed 
on  Japanese  Revenue  Stamps  and  Paper  Money"  in  THE  POSTAL  BELL. 

Only  those  portions  dealing  with  Paper  Money  are  being  reprinted  in 
this  reprint  of  Dr.  Bertalanffy ' s original  article.) 


nsuir*** 


r(Wi$  >«*':**?{&  :<<  *W*  mA'S 


nut**  k uwuit 


UIU! 


ikttmtxm  m »»m 


mt  m iinm** 

imm  inmt 


"MB.® 


Numerous  Japanese  revenue  stamps  portray  what  undoubtedly  were  dis- 
tinguished figures  in  Japan's  history.  Judging  from  their  ancient 
style  of  apparel  and  head  dresses,  some  of  them  likely  lived  in  very 
early  times.  Yet,  who  precisely  were  those  persons,  and  what  roles 
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did  they  play  in  Japanese  history?  Although  names  might  accompany 
stamp  designs  in  Japanese  revenue  catalogs,  they  remain  pretty 
meaningless  without  some  notion  at  least  as  to  the  identity  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  figures  portrayed. 

The  same  personages  were  depicted  also  on  Japanese  paper  money,  em- 
ploying the  identical  portraits.  But  also  banknote  collectors 
are  in  the  same  predicament,  the  lack  of  expedient  biographical 
information.  This  is  evident  from  studying  listings  of  Japanese 
banknotes,  employing  usually  unspecific  and  ambiguous  terms,  "man 
with  beard"  or  "man  with  helmet"  for  instance,  certainly  of  no  avail 
in  the  identification  of  particular  banknotes.  Or,  if  actual  names 
are  cited,  they  frequently  are  misspelled  hopelessly! 

It  is  therefore  the  aim  of  the  present  treatise  to  provide  back- 
ground information,  a kind  of  biographical  sketch,  on  these  person- 
ages, in  the  hope  that  they  may  aid  collectors  in  the  accurate  iden- 
tification of  items  whereupon  they  are  portrayed,  and  that  this 
knowledge  may  impart  a greater  significance  in  the  objects  themselves. 

A difficulty  must  be  emphasized  at  the  outset.  Several  of  these 
individuals  lived  in  times  that  border  on  the  mythological.  Their 
names  appeared  first  in  written  records  centuries  after  their  demise. 
Though  the  art  of  writing  was  introduced  in  Japan  from  China  in  the 
third  century,  it  was  not  employed  for  recording  events  until  the 
fifth  century.  And  those  initial  accounts  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
moreover.  The  earliest  Japanese  historical  annals  extant  are  the 
Kojiki,  Records  of  Ancient  Matter,  of  712,  followed  by  the  Nihon- 
shoki  (Nihongi),  Chronicles  of  Japan,  in  721.  Both  of  them  were 
solely  based  on  verbal  tradition  transmitted  from  generation  to 
generation  with  the  usual  embellishments,  deficiencies  and  nebulos- 
ity. Moreover,  these  two  compilations  of  legends  and  beliefs  of 
the  Yamato  people,  composed  in  the  eighth  century,  were  prepared 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  to  the  populace  the  celestial 
origin  of  the  members  of  the  court.  Therefore,  they  are  not  his- 
torical records  in  a strict  sense,  but  merely  folklores  and  mythol- 
ogies . 

Historians  interpreted  bits  of  information  derived  from  the  two 
accounts  often  greatly  at  variance.  It  is  thus  frequently  diffi- 
cult to  meet  with  any  sort  of  concensus  among  annalists  on  even 
major  feats  achieved  by  persons  who,  according  to  tradition,  lived 
in  mythological  epochs,  often  hundreds  of  years  prior  to  the  first 
written  historical  records  mentioning  them.  The  situation  is  in  no 
way  different  from  what  it  might  be  if  not  a single  written  word 
had  been  recorded  to  this  day  on  the  Sun  King,  Louis  XIV,  and  a 
historian  were  to  attempt  centuries  after  his  demise  a biographical 
account  derived  exclusively  from  verbal  narrations  transmitted  over 
generations.  Surely,  he  would  conclude  from  them  that  Louis  XIV 
was  a direct  descendant  of  the  Sun  God! 

Therefore,  on  personages  who  passed  their  lives  in  prehistoric  times, 
prior  to  about  400  A.D.,  all  that  is  feasible  is  a synthesis  from 
various  sources,  with  the  understanding  that  other  historians  might 
place  their  emphasis  on  different  merits  of  those  figures.  They  in- 
clude in  particular  Takenouchi  no  Sukune,  once  claimed  to  have  lived 
300  years,  and  Yamato  Takeru,  who  remains  shrouded  in  mythology. 

They  and  the  others  were  all  great  men  in  early  Japan,  but  what 
achievements  precisely  are  ascribed  to  them  seems  to  remain  subject 
to  the  whim  of  the  particular  historian! 
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Regarding  the  portrait  depictions  themselves,  they  were  mostly  pre- 
pared centuries  after  the  particular  persons  had  expired.  One  should 
not  expect,  therefore,  a true  likeness,  but  rather  just  an  imaginary 
image  created  by  the  mind  of  the  portraitist  in  a fashion  he  fancied 
the  particular  individual  might  have  appeared.  A comparable  example 
is  readily  found.  Of  the  countless  representations  of  Christ, 
created  by  artists  over  centuries,  who  can  be  certain  that  any 
single  one  of  them  depicts  in  fact  His  true  likeness?  Takenouchi 
no  Sukune  was  born  just  85  years  after  Christ.  Who  can  therefore 
be  positive  today  that  he  factually  cultivated  a beautiful  white 
beard! 

Each  historical  sketch  is  illustrated  by  banknotes,  displaying  in 
most  instances  the  identical  portraits  that  appeared  on  the  earlier 
mentioned  revenue  stamps.  The  examples  of  paper  money  depict  much 
larger  and  clearer  portraits,  aiding  in  the  unmistakable  identifi- 
cations of  the  personages  portrayed  on  the  diminutive  revenue  stamps. 
This  topic  lends  itself  exquisitely  to  an  expedient  combination  be- 
tween philately  and  numismatics.  Hopefully,  one  might  stimulate  the 
other! 


TAKENOUCHI  NO  SUKUNE  (85-368! ) 

Takenouchi  was  one  of  the  prominent  figures  of  Japan's  prehistoric 
period  (660  B.C.  - 400  A.D.).  He  was  a grandson  of  Emperor  K5gen 
(214-158  B.C.),  born  on  the  same  day  in  85  A.D.  as  Seimu,  who  became 
the  13th  Emperor  under  whom  Takenouchi  chiefly  served  (Papinot). 
Mythology  once  credited  Takenouchi  with  the  extraordinary  life  span 
of  280  to  30^  years,  and  further,  with  having  been  the  adviser  to 
five  sovereigns  and  one  empress  (Jingo)  in  succession.  Because  of 
his  legendary  life  duration,  Takenouchi  was  invoked  at  Hachiman 
shrines  as  a giver  of  long  life  and  great  wisdom  (Hearn) . 

An  eminent  Japanese  historian.  Dr.  Kume,  was  the  first  to  explain 
that  Takenouchi  was  the  name  not  of  a single  person  but  rather  that 
of  a family  line,  whose  members  were  bom  in  succeeding  reigns, 
serving  different  emperors  (Brinkley) . The  ages  and  feats  of  these 
several  members  were  merged  to  personify  one  fabulous  figure  with 
the  name  of  Takenouchi  no  Sukune.  This  view  is  generally  accepted 
nowadays.  In  fact  Takenouchi  himself,  the  grandson  of  Emperor 
Kogen,  had  seven  sons,  all  with  the  title  sukune  (nobles). 

Takenouchi  initially  served  Emperor  Keiko  (71-130),  a mighty  fig- 
ure indeed  according  to  the  mythological  chronicles,  with  a height 
of  ten  feet  two  inches!  When  Seimu  was  declared  Crown  Prince,  the 
title  Omi  (Minister)  was  bestowed  upon  Takenouchi.  He  followed 
Emperor  Keik5  on  his  expeditions  to  Kyushu  to  quell  the  rebellious 
Kumasa  clan,  a powerful  tribe  once  believed  to  have  originated  in 
Borneo.  At  the  time  of  accession  of  Emperor  Seimu  (131),  Takenouchi 
was  elevated  to  0-omi  (Grand  Minister),  and  thereby  became  the 
first  prime  minister  in  Japan's  history.  Although  the  year  of 
demise  of  Takenouchi  is  often  reported  as  having  been  368,  for 
reasons  stated  at  the  outset,  he  likely  died  about  200  years  earlier. 
A later  Takenouchi  no  Sukune,  probably  a descendant  of  the  prime 
minister,  played  a prominent  role  in  the  military  expeditions  of 
Empress  Jing5  (201-269)  to  Korea,  and  gave  her  the  initial  encour- 
agement to  attempt  the  conquest  of  the  peninsula.  Early  members 
of  the  Takenouchi  line  were  the  ancestors  of  the  later  powerful 
Soga  uji  (clan). 
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Paper  Money:  Takenouchi  no  Sukune  was  depicted  on  ¥ 1 banknotes  of 

189b,  1916  (A),  I9U3  (B),  ¥ 5 notes  of  1899  and  1916,  and  a single 
¥ 200  note  of  1927 • 
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YAMATO  TAKERU  (8I-II3) 


Yamato  Takeru,  also  known  posthumously  as  Yamato  Takeru  no  mikoto, 
was  the  third  son  of  Emperor  KeikO.  He  was  one  of  the  great  warrior 
princes  in  Japan's  history,  whose  marvelous  exploits  are  still  sung 
in  prose  and  poetry.  Many  of  the  stories  told  about  him  are  strong- 
ly tinged  with  the  miraculous,  and  imaginative  glorification  was 
freely  allowed  to  roam.  Nonetheless,  these  tales  inspire  the  Japan- 
ese youth  of  today  in  much  the  same  manner  as  the  narratives  of  King 
Arthur  and  his  Knights  of  the  Round  Table,  or  Robin  Hood,  arouse  the 
admiration  of  the  young  in  the  West  (Kennedy). 


232 


His  real  name  was  Kousu.  While  only  16,  he  was  ordered  to  repress 
the  rebellious  Kumaso  tribe  in  Kyushu.  Disguised  as  a girl,  Kousu 
entered  the  Kumaso  camp.  The  chief,  Kawakami  Takeru,  attracted  by 
the  girl’s  beauty,  invited  her  to  his  table.  When  Kawakami  was 
sufficiently  intoxicated,  Kousu  drew  his  hidden  sword  and  mortally 
wounded  the  rebel.  Dying,  the  chief  asked  his  assailant  for  his 
identity.  When  he  learned  that  Kousu  was  no  other  than  the  son  of 
the  Emperor,  he  begged  him  to  accept  the  name  Yamato  Takeru,  the 
Bravest  of  Yamato  (Bush) . 

Yamato  set  out  later  to  subdue  the  Ezo  in  the  east,  called  Emishi 
or  Ebisu  in  ancient  Japan,  likely  the  ancestors  of  the  modern  Ainu. 
These  far  off  regions,  then  known  as  Hitaka-mi,  Sun-height,  had 
first  been  explored  in  97  by  Takenouchi  no  Sukune  by  order  of  Emper- 
or Keiko.  Takenouchi  returned  with  many  strange  tales  from  these 
lands,  and  suggested  the  conquest  of  the  reaches  of  the  Ezo.  Thir- 
teen years  were  to  pass  before  the  celebrated  warrior  prince  Yamato 
Takeru  led  his  expedition  against  the  Ezo  in  110.  He  prefaced  his 
campaign  by  a worship  at  the  Grand  Shrines  of  Ise,  when  he  was 
handed  Susanowo's  sacred  sword.  He  sailed  off  along  the  coast  to 
Suruga,  crossed  Sagami  Bay  to  Kazusa,  and  turned  north  to  reach  the 
southern  border  of  ShimOsa  (today  Chiba  Prefecture),  the  frontier 
of  the  Ezo.  The  latter  had  gathered  in  large  numbers  with  the  in- 
tent to  offer  resistance.  But  when  sighting  Yamato' s impressive 
fleet,  and  realizing  the  superiority  of  the  arms  carried  by  his 
men,  they  submitted  unconditionally.  Many  of  them  became  personal 
attendants  of  the  prince.  In  the  following  year,  Yamato  Takeru  led 
an  expedition  north  along  the  east  coast  beyond  Hitachi  (today 
Ibaraki  Prefecture)  where,  according  to  the  chronicles,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  extensive  fighting.  He  then  went  with  his  warriors  to 
Shinano  (north-east  of  Nagoya),  and  sent  one  of  his  generals  on  an 
expedition  to  Koshi  (today  in  Niigata  Prefecture).  Having  conquer- 
ed greater  areas  in  the  archipelago  than  any  preceding  single  mili- 
tary man,  he  retired  to  Owari  (north  of  Nagoya),  where  he  is  report- 
ed to  have  succumbed  to  a wound  inflicted  by  a poisoned  arrow  in 
113,  while  only  32  years  old.  Although  Yamato  Takeru  never  ascend- 
ed to  the  throne,  his  son  Chuai  became  the  l4th  emperor  in  192;  the 
latter  is  known  chiefly  for  the  exploits  of  his  wife,  Empress  Jingo. 

Yamato  Takeru  is  the  most  evasive  of  all  in  regard  to  both  revenue 
stamps  and  banknotes.  He  was  depicted  on  a single  19^-2  ¥ 1000  red 
revenue,  indeed  a most  difficult  stamp  to  secure.  However,  it  is 
no  match  when  compared  to  the  ¥ 1000  banknote  (A),  likewise  of  19^2, 
belonging  with  the  scarcest  and  most  expensive  Japanese  notes. 
Interestingly,  the  Japanese  reprinted  that  note  in  19^-5;  in  a dif- 
ferent orange  color,  to  be  employed  in  Hong  Kong  as  Military  Payment 
Certificate  (B).  On  the  reverse  it  bears  the  four  kanji:  GUN  Y0 

SHU  HY0,  Military  War  Currency  (c).  The  Japanese  had  no  opportun- 
ity, however,  to  issue  these  ¥ 1000  war  notes.  When  Admiral  Har- 
court  landed  at  Hong  Kong  with  his  fleet  on  August  30*  19^5;  the 
British  authorities  seized  the  Japanese  Yamato  notes.  As  there  was 
at  the  outset  a threatening  lack  of  banknotes  in  the  Crown  Colony, 
the  British  Military  Government  over-printed  likewise  in  orange 
the  Japanese  ¥ 1000  notes:  "One  Dollar  - $ 1 - Hong  Kong  Govern- 

ment", and  obliterated  with  an  orange  bar  the  seven  characters,  Dai 
Nippon  Teikoku  Seifu  (B),  thereby  preparing  the  notes  for  use  as 
provisional  currency,  should  the  need  arise  (Mao,  pers.  comm.). 
However,  new  Hong  Kong  bills  arrived  meanwhile  from  Great  Britain, 
rendering  the  release  of  the  "revalued"  Yamato  notes  superfluous. 
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They  are  extremely  scarce  items  today,  and  represent  significant 
and  captivating  documents  from  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the 
Pacific  War. 


ew  * km Y, 
military 


HYO  = BILL, 
taiTtri- 
CATC 
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SHOTOKU  TAISHI  (572-621) 


Shot oku  is  likely  known 
best  for  having  drafted 
the  first  constitution 
of  Japan,  the  Jushichi 
Kempo,  or  S event een- 
Article  Constitution,  a 
remarkable  document  in- 
deed, a code  that  could 
be  adopted  by  an  com- 
munity in  any  age.  It 
was  the  first  written 
law  of  Japan,  essent- 
ially a moral  code  based  on  the  teachings  of  Buddhism  and  Confucian- 
ism. That  decree  was  promulgated  in  604  by  Prince  Shotoku,  in  his 
capacity  of  regent,  in  the  guise  of  "instructions"  to  the  government 
officials,  at  that  time  mostly  members  of  the  powerful  Soga  uji . 


Shotoku  Umayado,  named 
thusly  because  the 
prince  was  bom  in  the 
Imperial  stables,  umayo, 
was  the  second  son  of 
Emperor  Yomei  ( reigned 
586-587)-  At  the  ac- 
cession of  his  aunt. 
Empress  Suiko,  in  593> 
Shotoku  became  the  heir 
apparent  (Taishi)  and 
regent.  Hence,  in  the 
history  of  Japan,  where 
he  represents  one  of 
the  most  distinguished 
figures,  he  is  known  as 
Shotoku  Taishi,  Prince 
Imperial  Shotoku. 

Though  he  never  ascend- 
ed to  the  throne,  he 
achieved  greater  feats 
than  most  of  his  Imper- 
ial ancestors. 


Shotoku  was  a fervent  disciple  of  Buddhism,  and  contributed  more 
than  any  other  to  the  propagation  of  this  doctrine  in  Japan.  In 
593,  he  erected  the  first  public  temples  for  the  service  of  Buddha, 
the  Shitenn5-ji  (Osaka)  and  Hok5-ji  (Nara) . Public  Buddhist  festi- 
vals were  instituted  in  606,  and  their  magnificence,  contrasting 
the  simplicity  of  Shinto  rites,  must  have  deeply  impressed  the 
populace  at  the  time.  Buddhism,  owing  to  the  impetus  received  under 
Shotoku,  became  a mighty  social  power.  At  his  death,  there  were  46 
Buddhist  temples,  including  the  grand  HOrytl-ji  of  607,  served  by 
8l6  priests  and  569  nuns. 

In  607,  Shotoku  sent  the  initial  embassy  to  the  Sui  Court  in  China, 
and  later  adopted  the  Chinese  calendar.  He  compiled  the  first 
written  historical  record  on  Japan,  the  Kuji-hongo,  which  unhappily 
was  largely  burned  25  years  later  during  the  persecution  of  the  Soga. 
Salvaged  sections  are  believed  to  have  been  incorporated  into  the 
Kojiki  of  712. 
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ShStoku  is  traditionally  acclaimed  to  have  been  a skilled  painter 
and  sculptor,  and  several  masterpieces  once  attributed  to  him  remain 
still  preserved.  But  their  authenticity  has  been  disputed  by  art 
historians.  ShOtoku  died  in  621  at  the  age  of  leaving  eight 
sons  and  six  daughters.  The  portrait  of  ShOtoku  Taishi,  as  it  ap- 
pears on  revenue  stamps  and  banknotes,  is  a section  of  a larger  con- 
temporary brush  work  of  the  Nara  period,  depicting  ShOtoku  with  two 
of  his  sons  (shown  on  previous  page),  one  of  them  Prince  Yamashiro, 
the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne  at  the  demise  of  Empress  Suiko  in 
628.  The  Soga  interfered,  however,  and  through  intrigue  Tamura 
ascended  to  the  throne,  known  in  history  as  Emperor  Jomei.  This 
painting  is  exhibited  today  at  the  HOryH-ji  in  Nara. 


Banknotes.  Sh5toku  Taishi  was  portrayed  on  five  banknotes,  four  of 
them  in  ¥ 100  denomination  of  1930,  19^4,  1945  and  1946  (A),  and  one 
of  1950,  a ¥ 1000  note.  Some  of  the  notes  depict  also  the  Yumedono, 
the  octagonal  Hall  of  Dreams  of  the  H5ryh-ji,  founded  by  the  Prince 
in  607.  There  exist  varieties  of  the  ¥ 100  notes,  modified  in  print- 
ing and  color  as  Military  Payment  Certificates  for  use  in  occupied 
regions  of  China,  and  characterized  by  the  four  characters:  GUN  Y0 

SHU  HY0  (B) . 


381171 


1249216 
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FUJIWARA  NO  KAMATARI  (614-669) 


After  Shotoku's  death,  the  Soga  clan  consolidated  its  power  under 
the  leadership  of  Soga  no  Emishi,  and  his  son,  Soga  no  Iruka,  pre- 
paring to  usurp  the  Imperial  throne,  then  occupied  by  Empress 
KCgyuko,  grand-daughter  of  Shotoku  Taishi.  The  son  of  the  Empress, 
Prince  Naka  no  Oye  (Oji),  studied  the  doctrines  of  Confucius  under 
the  priest  ShSan,  who  had  been  among  eight  students  that  accompanied 
in  607  the  first  envoy  to  the  Sui  Court  in  China.  He  befriended  a 
fellow  pupil,  Nakatomi  no  Kamatari,  a member  of  an  ancient  heredi- 
tary family  of  Shinto  priests.  Together  they  plotted  secretly  the 
overthrow  of  the  Soga,  under  the  cover  of  discussions  of  Confucian 
classics,  in  a hidden  Wisteria  garden.  Kamatari  devised  a plan  for 
the  assassination  of  the  all  powerful  and  tyrannical  Soga  chiefs, 
who  held  the  Empress  in  their  sway.  In  6^5*  Empress  Kogyoku  gave 
a public  audience  to  an  envoy  from  the  three  kingdoms  of  Korea,  and 
all  dignitaries  were  summoned  to  the  grand  affair.  When  the  reading 
of  the  memorials  commenced,  Prince  Naka  drew  his  sword  and  killed 
Soga  no  Iruka.  His  father  with  other  Soga  leaders  were  executed  on 
the  following  day,  and  the  Soga  palace,  a stronghold  on  Mount  Unebi, 
was  reduced  to  ashes.  It  was  in  that  fire  where  Prince  Shotoku’s 
historical  chronicle  was  largely  destroyed.  The  terrified  Empress 
abdicated  immediately  in  favor  of  her  brother  Prince  Karu  (Emperor 
KStoku  6b 5-65^),  and  her  son  Naka  no  Oye  was  nominated  Crown  Prince. 

In  the  following  year,  6k6,  Crown  Prince  Naka  introduced  the  Taikwa, 
or  Great  Reform,  which  proved  to  be  epoch  making  in  Japan's  subse- 
quent history.  It  was  drafted  by  Kamatari,  who  applied  himself  to 
Chinese  studies,  and  attempted  to  introduce  a system  of  ambitious 
administrative  reforms,  designed  to  create  in  Japan  a reproduction 
of  the  Chinese  model  of  administration  of  the  T’ang  Empire.  Though 
not  fully  suited  for  Japan,  it  nonetheless  endured  for  four  centur- 
ies, while  the  actual  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  descendants  of 
Fujiwara  no  Kamatari.  The  Taikwa  abolished  private  titles  to  land, 
established  a metropolitan  region  as  the  center  of  government,  the 
Kinai  or  Inner  Provinces,  and  introduced  a new  system  of  taxation. 

It  brought  the  entire  populace  in  direct  subjection  to  the  Throne. 
Governors  were  ordered  to  take  a count  of  the  people  residing  in 
their  districts,  the  first  census  of  the  country.  The  two  stamps 
that  commemorated  the  1920  census  of  Japan  portray  a provincial 
governor  of  the  time  signing  the  document  after  having  completed 
his  task  during  that  census  in  652 . 

The  title  of  Empress  Dowager  was  conferred  for  the  first  time  on 
Empress  Kogyoku  who  had  abdicated.  The  posts  of  Minister  of  the 
Left,  Sa-dai jin,  and  Minister  of  the  Right,  U-daijin,  were  estab- 
lished, and  Kamatari  received  the  office  of  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior, Nai-daijin,  the  highest  rank  attainable  at  that  time.  In 
669,  he  fell  gravely  ill,  and  his  lifelong  friend  Naka,  now  the 
Emperor  Tenchi  (Tenji),  on  his  deathbed  granted  his  confidential 
advisor  Kamatari,  and  his  descendants,  the  family  name  Fujiwara, 
Wisteria-field,  reminiscent  of  the  Wisteria  garden  where  the  initial 
plotting  against  the  Soga-uji  had  taken  place. 

Banknotes.  Fujiwara  embellished  a ¥ 100  note  of  1891,  followed  by 
a second  ¥ 100  note  in  1900.  The  denomination  changed  to  ¥ 20  in 
1931  (A),  and  to  ¥ 200  with  a fourth  note  of  19^2. 

The  banknote  of  193 here  illustrated,  depicts  the  thirteen- 
storied  pagoda  of  the  Danzan- jin ja,  other  notes  its  main  hall  (1850)  . 
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Several  representations  of  Fujiwara  no  Kamatari  exist  in  the  Nara 
National  Museum,  and  one  of  them  was  likely  reproduced  for  the  de- 
sign on  the  banknotes. 


WAKE  NO  KIYOMARO  (733-799) 


Wake  came  into  the  limelight  of  Japanese  history  during  the  reign  of 
Empress  Shotoku  (765-770)  who  had  become  infatuated  for  a priest, 

Yuge  no  Dokyo.  The  latter  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  usurp  the 
throne,  and  his  machinations  led  to  the  banishment  of  Wake.  Emperor 
Kwammu  (782-805)  recalled  Wake  no  Kiyomaro,  bestowed  upon  him  high 
honors,  and  Wake  became  the  faithful  advisor  to  the  Emperor.  He 
is  claimed  (according  to  Brinkley  and  Hall)  to  have  recommended  to 
Emperor  Kwammu  the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Uda,  a site  Wake  him- 
self selected  in  Otokuni  County.  In  his  capacity  as  the  head  of  the 
bureau  of  taxation  ( Mimbu  no  kami),  Wake  directed  the  construction 
of  the  palaces  and  public  buildings  in  the  new  capital,  and  super- 
vised closely  the  overall  planning  of  the  city.  Heian-kyO  (today 
KyCto),  the  Capital  of  Peace  and  Tranquility,  a name  perhaps  coin- 
ed by  Wake  himself,  was  designed  along  the  lines  of  the  Chinese 
capital  Ch'ang-an,  developed  under  the  Sui  dynasty,  then  the  great- 
est city  in  the  world  (Pratt).  Building  of  Heian-kyo  commenced  in 
794,  and  it  was  completed  in  805  at  a horrendous  expense.  Heian- 
kyo  was  designed  with  mathematical  exactness  in  the  form  of  a rec- 
tangle, three  and  one  half  miles  long  from  north  to  south,  and  three 
miles  wide  from  east  to  west.  It  was  divided  by  nine  principal 
thoroughfares,  jo,  running  from  east  to  west  and  crossing  north  to 
south  avenues  at  right  angles.  A grand  avenue,  Suzaku-o ji,  280 
feet  wide,  leading  from  the  Imperial  Palace  in  the  northern  section 
to  the  great  southern  entrance  gate,  bisected  the  metropolis  into 
the  Saky5  or  East  City,  and  the  Ukyo  or  West  City.  Main  streets 
divided  the  city  into  nine  districts,  subdivided  into  four  divisions, 
each  transected  by  four  streets.  Each  street  consisted  of  four  rows 
with  eight  house-units,  measuring  50  by  100  feet.  In  the  north 
central  part  was  the  Great  Enclosure,  Daidairi,  housing  the  Imperial 
Palace  and  the  government  offices.  The  architecture  of  the  original 
palace  buildings  was  in  pure  Chinese  style  (a  modern  replica  is  the 
Heian  Shrine  in  Kyoto).  Most  of  the  city  of  Heian-kyO,  laid  out  by 
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Wake  no  Kiyomaro,  was  in  ashes  by  the  end  of  the  Onin  War  in  1467* 

It  was  gradually  rebuilt  and  later  named  Ky5to,  the  Western  Capital. 


Banknotes.  Wake  appeared  on  seven  banknotes,  all  in  ¥ 10  denomin- 
ation, released  in  1890,  1899,  1915  (A),  1930,  1943  (B),  1944  and 
1945  (c).  Of  these,  the  issue  of  1915  (A)  is  particularly  note- 
worthy. It  has  been  conventional  practice  with  all  Japanese  bank- 
notes to  place  the  portraits  to  the  right  side  of  the  notes,  or 
else  centrally  on  some  of  them.  The  deciding  factor  for  this  posi- 
tion was  the  circumstance  that  all  portraits  employed  faced  to  the 
left  (see  Summary  of  Portraits).  Hence,  by  placing  them  at  the 
right,  the  individuals  faced  toward  the  center  of  the  notes  instead 
of  outward,  decidedly  the  more  aesthetic  disposition.  For  some  un- 
explained reason,  however,  the  portrait  of  Wake  was  placed  on  the 
left  side  of  this  1915  note,  the  sole  Japanese  banknote  with  the 
portrait  in  that  position.  Had  it  been  engraved  in  its  original 
form,  Wake  would  have  been  looking  out  of  the  note,  away  from  the 
center.  To  remedy  this  undesirable  feature,  his  image  was  simply 
reversed,  in  the  same  manner  as  inverting  a photographic  negative! 
Hence,  his  depiction  exists  facing  both  directions,  right  and  left, 
though  in  both  instances  the  identical  portrait  was  employed. 
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SUGAWARA  MICHIZANE  (845-903) 

The  Sugawara  family  traced  their  descent  to  Nomi  no  Sukune,  a cham- 
pion wrestler  at  the  time  of  Christ.  He  is  credited  with  having 
been  the  originator,  during  the  reign  of  Emperor  Suinin  (29  B.C.- 
70  A.D.),  of  the  clay  substitutes,  haniwa,  for  human  sacrifices  at 
burials.  The  name  Sugawara  did  not  belong  to  the  family  until 
eight  hundred  years  later,  when  Emperor  Konin  (770-78l)  bestowed 
it  on  Kiyogimi  (770-842),  Sugawara’ s grandfather,  a scholar  of 
Chinese  literature.  His  son,  Koreyoshi  (8l2-88o),  was  likewise  a 
Chinese  scholar  and  rector  of  the  University.  Michizane,  son  of 
the  latter,  was  the  most  erudite  and  famous  of  the  family,  a kambun, 
professor  of  written  Chinese,  and  a skilled  calligrapher. 

Sugawara  Michizane  served  first  Emperor  Uda  ( 888 -897 )>  burdened  by 
the  abuse  and  usurpation  of  power  by  the  Fujiwara  clan,  headed  by 
Motosune.  In  891,  the  latter  died,  leaving  three  sons,  the  oldest, 
Tokihira,  21  years  of  age.  Uda  abdicated  in  897  in  favor  of  his 
son,  Daigo,  who  ascended  to  the  throne  when  merely  thirteen.  A 
Fujiwara  regent  was  not  appointed,  however,  as  conventional  practice 
would  have  demanded  it.  Instead,  Tokihira  was  given  the  rank  of 
Minister  of  the  Left,  Sugawara  Michizane  Minister  of  the  Right. 

Sugawara,  the  scion  of  a relatively  obscure  family,  immediately 
realized  the  perils  involved  in  being  placed  on  equal  rank  with 
Fujiwara  Tokihira.  Three  times  he  declined  the  ministerial  post, 
but  Uda,  scheming  to  break  the  power  of  the  Fujiwara,  insisted. 

Three  years  later,  in  900,  Emperor  Daigo,  in  concert  with  his 
cloistered  father  Uda,  proposed  to  elevate  Sugawara  to  prime  mini- 
ster of  the  Empire,  and  to  entrust  to  him  fully  the  administration. 

That  was  the  signal  to  the  Fujiwara  to  take  action.  They  saw  their 
opportunity  for  slander  in  the  circumstance  that  Michizane 's  daughter 
was  married  to  the  Emperors's  younger  brother,  Prince  Tokiyo.  The 
rumor  was  busily  spread  that  Michizane  plotted  for  the  dethrone- 
ment of  Daigo  in  favor  of  his  son-in-law.  Ultimately,  the  Fujiwara 
impeached  him  as  a traitor  who  schemed  against  his  soveriegn. 

Daigo,  then  only  in  his  seventeenth  year,  was  alarmed  by  the  number 
and  rank  of  the  accusers.  Without  granting  Sugawara  an  opportunity 
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of  defense,  he  stripped  him  of  all  his  titles  and  offices,  and  ban- 
ished him  in  901  to  Dazaifu  in  Kyushu  as  a minor  vice-governor. 

When  ex-Emperor  Uda  learned  of  these  happenings,  he  hurried  to  the 
palace  to  remonstrate  with  his  son.  Had  that  meeting  taken  place, 
Michizane's  innocence  would  have  been  established.  But  the  Fujiwara 
had  instructed  the  palace  guards  to  refuse  entry  to  Uda  who,  after 
waiting  throughout  a winter's  day  seated  on  a straw  mat  before  the 
palace  gate,  left  humiliated. 

Michizane  spent  just  25  months  in  confinement  in  Kyushu,  and  expired 
impoverished  in  903  at  the  age  of  58.  No  figure  in  Japanese  history 
received  a greater  share  of  national  sympathy.  Michizane's  unjust 
fate  and  the  idea  of  him  having  suffered  for  his  sovereign  appealed 
to  popular  imagination.  It  was  furthered  by  several  astounding 
events  shortly  following  his  demise.  A devastating  lightning  struck 
the  Kyoto  plalace,  and  blinding  rainstorms  and  earthquakes  raged 
throughout  the  country.  All  principal  contrivers  of  Sugawara's 
disgrace  expired  in  short  succession.  It  was  whispered  everywhere 
that  Michizane’s  vengeful  spirit  took  revenge  on  his  enemies. 

Emperor  Daigo  was  the  first  to  act  upon  the  superstition.  He  re- 
stored Michizane's  titles  and  posthumously  raised  him  to  the  highest 
ranks.  The  natural  disasters  continued  for  years,  however,  and  in 
947  the  people  of  Ky5to  themselves  erected  to  his  memory  the  shrine 
of  Kitano  Temraangu  or  Ten jin  (names  of  deified  Michizane),  where  he 
is  fervently  worshipped  to  this  day  as  the  Deity  of  Learning  and 
Calligraphy.  Fude,  writing  brushes,  are  offered  there  by  the  people 
with  prayers  that  they  may  become  better  skilled  in  writing  Chinese 
and  Japanese  characters,  and  college  students  leave  behind  samples 
of  their  calligraphy.  The  shrine  is  depicted  on  Sugawara  banknotes. 

Banknotes . Sugawara  embellished  seven  types  of  banknotes,  all  but 
one  in  ¥ 5 denomination,  released  in  1888,  1910,  1917  (¥  20 ),  1930; 
1942,  19^3  (A)  and  1944. 

Sugawara  notes  are  particularly  abundant  as  ¥ 5 Military  Payment 
Certificates.  Therefore,  the  note  of  1930  is  here  depicted  in  that 
form  (b) . For  readers  who  might  be  interested  in  the  background  of 
these  Military  War  notes,  here  is  a brief  summary.  With  the  advance 
of  Japanese  military  in  China,  and  the  ever  expanding  territories 
conquered,  vast  funds  were  required  to  keep  the  Japanese  war  machin- 
ery operating.  In  the  occupied  Chinese  territories,  both  the 
Japanese  yen  and  the  Chinese  yuan  initially  circulated  at  par.  By 
early  1938,  the  Chinese  Nationalist  currency  had  depreciated  con- 
siderably. Large  quantities  of  that  inferior  money  were  exchanged, 
still  at  par,  into  Japanese  yen  which  were  promptly  shipped  back 
to  Japan,  thereby  threatening  its  domestic  and  world  position.  To 
forestall  the  undersirable  export  of  large  sums  of  yen  notes,  which 
were  shipped  to  China  in  ever  augmenting  quantities,  the  Japanese 
marked  notes  with  four  large  kanji:  GUN  Y0  SHU  HYO,  Military  War 

Currency,  expressly  for  use  in  China,  but  invalid  on  the  Japanese 
mainland.  Either  "blank"  Bank  of  Japan  notes,  without  serial  num- 
bers and  seals,  of  types  then  in  circulation  in  Japan  were  used,  or 
such  inscriptions  were  obliterated  by  bars.  Alternatively,  notes 
were  especially  printed  in  different  colors  to  serve  as  Military 
Payment  Certificates,  as  some  of  the  ¥ 100  ShOtoku  notes,  but  ex- 
emplified particularly  well  by  the  ¥ 1000  Yamato  Payment  Certificate 
destined  for  use  in  Hong  Kong. 
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NINOMIYA  SONTOKU  (1787-I856) 

The  son  of  a peasant,  Ninomiya  Sontoku  (Kinjiro)  was  born  on  July 
23,  1787j  in  Sagami  Province  (today  a section  of  Kanagawa  Prefec- 
ture). Orphaned  while  he  was  about  l4  years  old,  he  was  brought  up 
by  his  uncle,  likewise  a fanner.  While  growing  up  Ninomiya,  though 
extremely  poor,  trained  himself  diligenty  by  self-education.  Event- 
ually, he  came  to  prove  himself  as  a veritable  genius  in  sociologic- 
al matters . Having  been  raised  in  farming  communities,  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  plight  of  the  peasants  at  those  times,  and  being  a 
pub lie -minded  man,  he  achieved  a great  deal  in  improving  rural  con- 
ditions. Among  others,  he  instituted  a novel  system  of  credit  to 
which  peasants  subscribed,  and  from  which  they  could  withdraw  loans 
in  times  of  need.  It  was  a sort  of  crop  insurance  scheme  hitherto 
unknown  in  Japan,  aiding  farmers  over  periods  of  crop  failure  and 
other  catastrophes.  This  credit  system  greatly  encouraged  the  vir- 
tues of  frugality  and  assiduity  among  the  rurual  population, 
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qualities  which  became  symbolic  of  Ninomiya.  He  traveled  extensive- 
ly through  rural  communites  in  Central  Honshu  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  69,  on  October  20,  1856,  in  Shimotsuke  Province,  today 
a part  of  Tochigi  Prefecture.  Both  at  his  places  of  birth  and 
demise,  in  the  Kanagawa  and  Tochigi  Prefectures,  monuments  were 
erected  in  his  honor.  Ninomiya  became  the  symbol  of  Japanese 
thriftiness,  and  the  personification  of  frugality. 

Banknotes . Nonomiya  Sontoku  was  represented  on  just  a single  post- 
war note  of  1946,  ¥ 1 in  denomination  (A).  Likely,  the  rooster  in 
the  center  of  the  note  symbolizes  Ninomiya’ s association  to  farming 
communities . 
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TAKE  LIFE  A LITTLE  EASIER 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams 

A friend  of  mine  is  in  a rut 
His  hobby  is  coins  on  stamps,  but 
He  doesn't  quite  know 
Which  club  to  join,  so 
He's  tossing  a stamp,  silly  nut! 
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Edmonton 
Klondike 
Dollar  Tokens 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  #1152 

It  is  late  July,  in  Edmonton,  Alberta,  in  1897*  This  small  prairie 
village  of  700  people  hears  the  electrifying  news  for  the  first 
time:  GOLD  near  Dawson  City,  at  the  fork  of  the  Yukon  and  Klondike 

Rivers . 

A few  years  previous  the  town  was  linked  to  the  rest  of  the  conti- 
nent by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad.  Now  the  merchants  of  Edmon- 
ton start  advertising  their  town  as  the  backdoor  to  the  Yukon. 
Newspaper  reports  of  six  to  twelve  weeks  total  travel  time  to  the 
Klondike  lure  fortune  seekers  to  this  town.  (The  reports  fail  to 
mention,  however,  that  these'  travel  times  belonged  to  the  seasoned 
traders  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  travelling  in  light  canoes; 
they  carried  letters  of  credit  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies 
along  the  way,  and  most  were  guided  by  relays  of  Indians  and  Voyag- 
eurs . ) 

But  now  thousands  of  prospectors  and  adventurers  start  heavily 
laden  on  one  of  the  four  "trails"  from  Edmonton  to  the  Yukon,  most 
of  them  inexperienced  in  the  ways  of  the  wilderness.  The  shortest 
route  is  1700  miles  long,  the  longest  over  2500  miles,  each  leading 
through  bush  and  bogs,  over  muskeg  and  mountains,  windfalls  and 
waterways.  Of  the  thousands  that  leave  from  here,  only  about  a 
hundred  arrive  in  Dawson  City,  l4  to  20  months  later.  Of  the  others, 
some  choose  alternate  routes,  some  give  up  along  the  way  to  return 
to  civilization,  and  many  perish  in  the  vast  expanse  of  the  North. 

*** 

It  is  late  July,  in  Edmonton,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Alberta, 
in  1976.  This  city  of  a half  a million  people  is  one  of  Canada's 
gateways  to  the  North  and  boasts  a rapidly  growing  petroleum  and 
manufacturing  industry. 

The  city  celebrates  its  annual  "Klondike  Days",  which  takes  it  back 
to  the  Gold  Rush  Days  just  prior  to  the  turn  of  the  century.  Citi- 
zens enter  into  the  spirit  of  things  with  a zest  that  sweeps  tour- 
ists right  along  with  them,  and  takes  the  city  literally  away  from 
its  present-day  routine  into  a page  of  history. 


Some  of  the  main  attractions  during  this  ten-day  "Whoop-dee-doo"  are 
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the  Sourdough  Raft  Races  on  the  North  Saskatchewan  River,  the  Klon- 
dike Sunday  Promenade,  and  gambling  at  the  Silver  Slipper  Saloon  at 
the  exhibition  grounds.  But  it  is  the  action  on  the  sidelines  that 
makes  "Klondike  Days"  most  memorable  to  tourists.  Men  wearing  ruf- 
fled shirts,  lace  cuffs  and  fancy  vests,  and  women  in  Klondike 
dresses,  net  stockings  and  high-laced  boots  liven  up  the  daily  fes- 
tivities. False  store  fronts  change  department  stores  into  old 
trading  posts,  banks  transform  into  assay  offices,  and  bars  become 
saloons  with  dancing  girls  and  honky-tonk  pianos. 

*** 

Since  1968  "Klondike  Dollars"  have  been  issued  to  promote  the  Klon- 
dike Days  activities  and  to  give  tourists  and  residents  a memento 
of  the  yearly  celebrations. 


Klondike  Dollars  are  trade  tokens  with  the  current  issue  being  legal 
tender  in  Edmonton  from  approximately  May  to  August  each  year,  with 
a face  value  of  $1.00.  Every  issue  portrays  on  the  obverse  a theme 
relating  to  the  history  of  Edmonton  or  the  Gold  Rush.  The  reverse 

features  "Klondike  Mike",  the 
official  symbol  of  Klondike  Days. 


The  tokens  are  minted  by  the 
Sherritt  Mint,  at  Fort  Saskatche- 
wan, Alberta  ( 15  mi less  northeast 
from  Edmonton) . Most  are  used 
for  general  circulation,  some  are 
packaged  in  mint-sets  for  collect- 
ors. The  tokens  are  minted  in 
pure  nickel  and  are  numismatic ally 
unique  for  their  four  distinctive 
mint  marks  (picturing  a top-hat, 
a shovel,  a pick  and  a cane,  re- 
spectively) . A limited  number  of 
these  tokens  is  minted  each  year  in  specimen  quality  in  .999  silver 
and  2b  karat  gold  (see  table  below). 


The  design  for  the  Klondike  Dollars  of  the  years  1968  to  1971  is  by 
R.  Irwin,  and  the  following  years  by  Michael  J.  Lee.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  dies  for  all  years  have  been  executed  by  H.  0.  Kratz. 


1968 


1969 


1970 
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ADDENDA: 


The  above  photograph  of  the  1976  issue  of  the  Klondike  Dollar  was 
received  just  prior  to  printing  deadline.  Other  details  are  includ- 
ed on  the  previous  page  concerning  its  issue. 


AN  UNPUBLISHED  JUSTINIAN  I BRONZE 


by  David  Herman 

(Reprinted  from  Seaby’s  Coin  & Medal  Bulletin,  No.  678;  February 
1975;  published  by  B.  A.  Seaby,  Ltd.,  London,  England) 


Plate  13 


Metal  AE.  Wt.  17.6  gr.  Size  35  Dim*  Die  Position  ^ . Plate  13* 

Obv. : DN  IUSTINIANUS . .AVC . Bust  right  with  diadem,  cuirass  and 

paludamentum . 

Rev.:  Large  M;  above,  cross;  to  left,  crescent  upward;  to  right, 

eight -pointed  star. 

Officina  obscure,  exergue  ANTIX 

The  only  follis  of  Justinian  I showing  ANTIX  has  a star  on 
either  side  of  M. 

Ref:  DO  202A/202C,  R.642,  T.237- 

Other  specimens  of  this  reign  showing  star  to  right  and  crescent  to 
left  are  also  of  the  Antioch  mint,  but  the  mint  name  is  spelt  THEUP. 
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INDIA'S  LITTLE  GOLD  COINS 


(Reprinted  from  Info  Sheet  No.  5>  Scott  Semans,  Cleveland,  Ohio) 

India  claims  the  distinction  of  having  given  birth  to  both  the  larg- 
est and  smallest  gold  coins  the  world  has  seen.  Without  a single 
near  contender  the  heavyweight  title  goes  to  a 200  Mohur  piece  struck 
in  the  name  of  Shah  Jahan,  ruler  1628  to  1657  AD  of  the  powerful 
Mughal  Empire  of  India.  Little  is  known  about  the  piece  except  that 
it  was  struck  as  a gift,  as  were  all  multiple  mohurs,  to  be  given 
perhaps  to  a visiting  ruler  or  a court  favorite.  And  quite  a gift 
it  was!  With  a diameter  of  135  millimeters  and  an  estimated  weight 
of  over  seventy  ounces  it  would  today  be  worth  over  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  bullion  value  alone.  I say  "would"  because  no  one  knows 
whether  it  still  exists.  As  Robert  Friedberg  notes  in  his  Gold  Coins 
of  the  World,  it  was  last  reported  in  Patna,  India,  about  1820 . 

There  is  some  mystery  as  to  the  smallest  gold  coin  in  the  world,  but 
all  indications  are  that  it  comes  from  India  or  nearby.  The  Guin- 
ness Book  of  World  Records  used  to  report  that  the  tiniest  coin  of 
any  metal  was  the  gold  "pinhead"  coin  of  Colpata,  India  - an  item 
which  I was  never  able  to  track  down  and  which  has  disappeared  from 
the  latest  edition  of  Guinness.  It  is  probable  that  the  smallest, 
or  at  least  lightest,  gold  coin  comes  from  Nepal,  on  India's  north- 
ern border,  where  incredibly  small  fractions  of  the  silver  Rupee  and 
gold  Mohur  were  produced  during  the  l8th  and  19th  centuries  by  the 
Gorkha  Dynasty.  In  The  Numi smatic  Circular  for  March,  1973  N.  G. 
Rhodes  reports  silver  and  gold  "jawash  issued  ca.  1740  in  Nepal 
which  weigh  from  .008  to  .014  gram  and  measure  2mm  x 2mm  square. 

I myself  have  a silver  "dam"  which  is  four  times  the  value  of  the 
"jawa",  and  it  is  so  light  that  a strong  breeze  will  carry  it  off 
my  desk.  Imagine,  then,  the  size  of  the  coin  which  Mr.  Rhodes  final- 
ly puts  forth  as  the  smallest  in  the  world,  a gold  "jawa"  cut  in 
four  parts  to  "make  change"! 

Small  gold  coins  have  a long  tradition  on  the  Indian  subcontinent. 

If  we  leave  aside  the  rare  "jawa"  coins  of  neighboring  Nepal,  we 
can  safely  say  the  smallest  gold  coins  issued  in  significant  quanti- 
ties are  the  fannams  of  South  India  - which  also  lay  claim  to  being 
the  least  expensive  gold  coins  in  the  world.  Of  ancient  origin, 
probably  beginning  as  uncoined  pellets  of  gold,  fannams  tradition- 
ally are  struck  to  the  weight  of  the  Manjadi  seed,  or  ten  fannams 
to  one  Pagoda,  the  major  gold  coin  of  South  India  which  is  itself 
equal  in  weight  to  the  Kalanju  seed.  Fannams  have  been  issued  by 
many  rulers  over  a long  period  of  time.  Certain  designs,  however, 
long  ago  gained  popular  acceptance  and  were  copied  by  successive 
rulers  in  a dynasty  and  by  rulers  of  neighboring  states,  leading  to 
a general  debasement  of  traditional  designs  and  making  it  difficult 
for  the  modem  scholar  to  catalogue  the  multitude  of  varieties  with 
any  accuracy.  For  example,  a fannam  showing  the  god  Vishnu  seated 
in  lotus  position  was  issued  by  Raja  Kamthirava  of  the  Wodeyar 
dynasty  of  Mysore  State  and  called,  through  a corruption  of  the 
ruler's  name,  a "Canteroy"  fannam.  Later  both  the  neighboring 
Nayak  Dynasty  of  Sira  and  Raja  Kamthirava 's  own  descendant  in  Mysore, 
Krishna  Raja  Wodeyar,  issued  almost  unchanged  fannams  of  the  same 
design,  which  were  nicknamed  "new  canteroy"  fannams.  See  illustra- 
tion A for  the  new  canteroy  fannams. 

Also  illustrated  are  several  more  fannam  types  which  recur  through 
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the  centuries.  Please  note  the  illustrations  are  enlarged  to  show 
detail.  Actual  size  varies  from  6mm  to  7mm  across,  or  a bit  over  a 
quarter  inch,  and  weight  runs  around  5 grains,  or  a third  of  a 
gram,  though  it  varies  from  type  to  type. 


B - Vira  Raya  fannam,  obverse  and  reverse,  issued  by  many 
rulers  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  Cochin  State,  Calicut, 
and  Coorg,  and  even  copied  by  the  Dutch  from  their 
mint  at  Cochin. 

C - Gully  fannam,  its  name  a corruption  of  Kali,  the 

goddess  portrayed  here,  though  the  design  has  become 
too  debased  over  the  years  for  recognition.  Several 
varieties  of  this  fannam  were  issued  by  the  rulers  of 
Travencore  State. 

D - Tan j ore  fannam,  issued  by  the  rulers  of  Tanjore 
State  and  by  the  Dutch  at  Negapatnam. 

E - Haidari  fannam,  showing  the  Persian  letter  "H"  for 
Haidar  Ali  of  Mysore,  and  the  date  and  mint  name  on 
reverse.  These  were  actually  issued  by  Tipu  Sultan, 
Haidar's  son,  who  as  a member  of  the  usurper  dynasty 
feared  to  put  his  own  name  on  coins.  There  are 
varieties  of  this  type  from  at  least  four  different 
mints,  and  they  are  the  only  gold  fannams  to  bear 
actual  dates  - which  often  read  from  right  to  lefts 

F - Elephant  fannams,  issued  from  Bangalore  during  the 
last  20  years  by  private  parties  to  fill  the  demand 
as  older  issues  dried  up.  Some  of  the  designs  are 
fanciful,  but  many  are  copied  from  the  profuse  animal- 
laden Mysore  copper  coinage  of  the  17th  through  19th 
centuries,  and  some  are  copied  from  gold  fannams  of 
the  Cholas  and  other  early  dynasties.  Shown  here 
are  a seated  elephant,  a full  front  view,  and  a stand- 
ing elephant  with  a Howdah,  or  riding  platform,  on 
his  back. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month): 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continu- 
ing inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited 
to  donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins 
from  the  collection  for  research  purposes  can  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  ways. 


(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  received  is  retained  for  the 
collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to  other  uses  to 
offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection  in  bank  boxes.) 

FRANCE:  Y1  - 1848a,  I85OA;  Yl4  - I853BB;  Y15  - I853A;  Yl6  -I856A; 

Y17  - I85I+A;  Yl8  - l8 62 A;  Y19  - 1862K;  Y20  - 1861A;  Y4l  - 
I889A;  Y42  - I897A;  YU3  - 1897A;  Y58  - 1913;  Y59  - 1911; 

Y60  - 1907,  1917;  Y61  - 1917;  Y62  - 1915,  1916,  1917,  1918; 

Y63  - 1916,  1917,  1918;  764  - 1917;  Y69  - 1903;  Y70  - 1904; 

Y71  - 1918,  1919,  1920;  Y72  - 1921,  1922  Poissy,  1923 

Poissy,  1924  Poissy,  1925,  1931.  1935.  1936;  Y73&  - 1917. 
1918,  1919,  1920,  1921,  1923  Paris,  1924  Paris,  1926,  1927. 
1930,  1931.  1935;  Y73b  - 1941  Dash;  Y73c  - 1939;  776a  - 

1918,  1920,  1921,  1923.  1924,  1925,  1930;  Y76b  - 1939, 

1939;  777  - 1922  thru  1927;  778  - 1921  thru  1924;  Y79  - 
1923,  1925;  Y80  - 1931.  1932,  1933.  1937.  1939.  1941; 

Y80a  - 1941,  1946B ; Y8l  - 1933,  1936,  1938  thru  1941; 

Y8ia  - 1941,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1946B,  1947,  1947B,  1948, 
1948b,  1949,  1949B,  1950,  1950B,  1957.  1957B,  1958,  1959; 

Y82  - 1938,  1941;  Y82a  - 1941,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947, 

1947B,  1948,  1948B,  1949,  1949B,  1950,  1950B,  1958,  1959; 

Y84  - 1933;  Y84a  - 1946;  Y84b  - 1945,  1946,  1946B,  1947, 
1947B,  1948,  1948B,  1949,  1949B,  1950,  1950B;  Y86a  - 1946; 
Y86b  - 1947,  1948,  1948B,  1949,  1949B;  Y87  - 1938;  Y89  - 

1944;  YV90  - 1941;  YV91  - 1941;  YV92  - 1941,  1942,  1943; 

TV93  - 1943;  YV94  - 1942,  1943;  YV95  - 1942,  1943,  1944, 

1944b,  1944c ; TV96  - 1943,  1944;  Y98  - 1950,  1951,  195  LB, 
1952,  1952B,  1953.  1953B,  1954b,  1955.  1957;  Y99  - 1950(3P) ; 
Y99a  - 1950(4p),  1950B(4p),  1951.  1951B,  1952,  1952B,  1953; 
Y100  - 1951.  1951B,  1952,  1953.  1953B;  Yioi  - 1954,  1954b, 
1955.  195 5B;  Y102  - 1962,  1964;  Y103  - Complete;  Y104  - 
1963.  1964,  1967.  1973;  YA104  - 1966,  1968,  1969.  1970; 

Y105  - 1963.  1964,  1965.  1968;  Y106  - 1964;  Y107  - 1965SL, 
1965LL.  1966,  1969.  1970 ; Y108  - i960,  1961,  1964,  1965. 

1969.  1970,  1972;  YllOa  - 1971. 

FRENCH  AFARS  & ISSAS : 

French  Somaliland:  Y1  - 1949;  Y4  - 1952;  Y5  - 1959;  Y6  - 1959; 

Y7  - 1959. 

FRENCH  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA:  Y1  - 1942;  Y2  - 1942;  Y3  - 1948;  Y4  - 1948. 

FRENCH  DTDO  CHINA:  Y1  - 1888A;  Y2  - 1888A;  Y3  - 1896  thru  1903;  Y4- 

1913A,  1917A,  1919A,  1920,  1920A,  1921A,  1922A, 
1923  Poissy,  1926A,  1930A,  1937A,  1938A,  1939A; 

Y5  - 1923  thru  1937;  Y5a  - Complete;  Y12  - 1936; 
Y13  - 1901,  1908;  yi4  - 1900 ; Y15  - 1914;  Y16  - 

1921,  1922,  1923.  1929.  1937;  Y17  - 1921A,  1922, 

1923.  1937;  Yl8  - 1931;  Y20  - all  except  1936; 

Y21  - Complete;  Y21a  - 1941S;  Y22a  - Complete; 

Y23  - 1946;  Y25  - 1947;  Y26  - Complete;  Y27  - 
1945;  Y28  - 1945,  1945C;  YV30  - 1941T2;  YV-31  - 
1942;  YV32  - 1943;  7V33  - 1943- 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  222): 


GUYANA  (Continued): 

Y10  25  Cents  197 6,  Cupro -Nickel  (22mm) 

Yll  50  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (26mm) 

Y12  1 Dollar  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  ( 35  - 5mm) 

(Y7-12:  New  Coinage) 

*Y13  5 Dollars  197 6,  .500  Silver  (42mm) 

*Yl4  10  Dollars  1976,  .925  Silver  (45mm) 

*Y15  100  Dollars  1976,  Gold  (25.2mm) 

(Y13-15:  10th  Anniversary  Independence  of  Guyana) 

ISLE  OF  MAN 

Yl6  l/2  Penny  1976,  Bronze 
Y17  1 Penny  1976,  Bronze 

Yl8  2 Pence  1976,  Bronze 

Y19  5 Pence  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y20  10  Pence  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y21  50  Pence  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

(Y16-21:  NEW  Omitted  from  Reverse  Legend) 

Y22  1 Crown  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm) 

*Y22a  1 Crown  1976,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm) 

(Y22-22a:  Centenary  of  Horse  Tram.  No.  22a  will  be  struck 

in  Uncirculated  and  Proof  conditions.) 

ISRAEL 

*Y79  25  Pounds  1976,  .800  Silver  (40mm),  Pidyon  Haben  1976  Comm. 

MONACO 

*Y29  100  Francs  1974,  .999  Silver  (40mm) 

*Y30  1000  Francs  1974,  .997  Platinum  (24mm) 

*Y31  2000  Francs  1974,  -997  Platinum  (30mm) 

*Y32  3000  Francs  1974,  *999  Gold  (32mm) 

(Y29-32:  25th  Anniversary  of  Reign) 


MOROCCO 

*Y67  50  Dirham  1975j  Silver  (42mm),  International  Women's  Year 

SPAIN 

Y130  25  Pesetas  1975(*76),  Cupro-Nickel  (26.7mm) 

Y132  100  Pesetas  1975(*76),  Cupro-Nickel  (34.25mm) 

SYRIA 

Y35  2-l/2  Piastres  1973>  Aluminum-Bronze  (17mm) 

Y40  1 Lira  1974,  Nickel  (27mm) 

(Y35  & 40:  No  Stars  on  Shield) 

VENEZUELA 

Y49  5 Centimos  1974,  Copper-Clad  Steel  ( l8mm) 

YEMEN  (San'a) 

Y38  5 Fils  1974,  Aluminum,  F<,A„0.  Coinage 

Y39  10  Fils  1974,  Aluminum,  F.A.Oo  Coinage 

Y40  25  Fils  1974,  Cupro-Nickel,  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y4l  50  Fils  1974,  Cupro-Nickel,  F«A.0.  Coinage 

YEMEN,  DEMOCRATIC  (Aden) 

Y3  2-l/2  Fils  1973;  Aluminum  (17mm) 

(Coins  preceded  by  * are  to  be  designated  Collectors'  Coins.) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

RECENT  ISLAMIC  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Consultant,  Numismatics,  University 
of  Nebraska  State  Museum,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 

The  Yapi  ve  Kredi  Bankasf  A.G.  of  Istanbul,  Turkey  has  recently 
sent  me  seven  out  of  eight  of  its  recent  publications.  Apparently, 
these  have  been  in  print  for  several  years  but  this  is  the  first  I 
have  seen  of  them.  Nor  have  I seen  any  comment  in  print.  Turkish 
numismatic  enthusiasts  will  remember  the  bank  because  of  Nuri  Pere’s 
excellent  catalogue  of  its  collection  which  is  a standard  reference 
work  on  the  subject  and  will  so  continue  to  be  for  many  years. 

These  new  publications  all  have  to  do  with  additions  to  the  Bank’s 
Numismatic  Collection.  This  time,  instead  of  a summary  in  English, 
there  is  a full  translation  of  each  monograph.  They  are  something 
that  all  Islamic  collectors  will  want  to  add  to  their  libraries. 

They  are  valuable  not  only  for  the  good  illustrations  and  inform- 
ation about  rare  or  unusual  coins,  but  because  they  contain  excel- 
lent historical  notes  in  areas  which  are  all  too  seldom  found  in 
English,  except  in  heavy  and  learned  works. 

The  monographs  are  as  follows : 

No.  1:  Nadir  Osmanli  Maden£  Paralarl.  "Rare  Ottoman  Coins". 

Istanbul.  1972.  LT15-00. 

18  coins  are  illustrated  and  described.  The  first  coin  is 
an  exceedingly  important  historical  one  as  it  is  a coin  of 
Orhan  Gazi  and  indicated  when  he  became  the  first  Osmanli 
Sultan.  This  has  been  a long  disputed  point  in  historical 
circles . 

No.  2:  SelgukLular’ in  nadir  Paralarindan  bazilari  be  Cimri’nin 

sikkeleri . "Rare  Selcuk  Coins  and  the  Coins  of  Siyavus 
'Cimri'"  (Cimri  has  been  variously  translated  as  "phoney, 
ordinary,  ill-bred,  one  who  has  sprung  from  anywhere".). 
Istanbul.  1972.  LT20. 

This  deals  with  11  Selquk  coins  and  4 medals.  Two  of  the 
medals  are  those  struck  by  the  Turkish  Government  to  cele- 
brate Alparslan  and  the  Battle  of  Malazgird.  (One  of  the 
great  battles  in  the  history  of  the  world).  The  first 
medal  is  a huge  gold  one,  45mm  and  18.70  grams,  minted  by 
Tu^frul  Bey  in  Medine-t-is-Selam  in  1063  (455  A.H.). 

No.  3:  Tolunogullari  ve  Paralari.  "The  Tulunids  and  their  Coins". 

Istanbul.  1972.  No  price  noted. 

10  Tulunid  coins  are  pictured  and  described,  belonging  to 
the  first  two  rulers,  Ahmed  bin  Tolun  and  Humareveyh  bin 
Ahmed.  There  is  an  interesting  brief  introduction  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Tulunid  Dynasty,  the  names  and  dates 
of  the  five  sovereigns. 

No.  4:  Iran  Mogollari  ve  Altin  Paralarl.  "The  Mongols  of  Persia 

and  their  Gold  Coins".  Istanbul.  1973*  No  priced  noted. 
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17  gold  coins  are  portrayed  (obv.  and  rev.)  and  described. 
There  is  a brief  but  excellent  introductory  history  about 
the  Persian  Mongols.  There  is  a list  of  various  coins  and 
their  whereabouts,  together  with  as  much  information  about 
them  as  is  available.  The  Bank  itself  has  1 gold  piece, 

4l  silver  and  13  copper  coins,  all  of  Hulagu.  Other  coins 
dealt  with  are  those  of  Abaka,  1265-1282;  Argun  1284-1291; 
Gazan  Mahmud  1295-1304;  Olcaytu  Hudabende  1304-1316;  and 
Abu  Sa ’ id  Bahadir  1316-1335- 

No.  5:  Nadir  Osmali  Maden^  Paralari.  "Rare  Ottoman  Coins". 

Istanbul.  1973*  No  price  quoted. 

18  coins  are  portrayed  (obv.  and  rev.)  and  described.  They 
are  rare  pieces  ranging  from  Orhan  Gazi,  724  A.H.  (1323)  to 
two  of  Abdulmecid,  1255-1277  A.H.  (1839-1861).  There  is 

an  account  of  some  of  the  different  denominations. 

None  of  these  monographs  is  attributed  to  any  author.  No.  6 I do 

not  have. 

No.  7:  Arab-Sasani  Paralari.  "The  Arab-Sassanian  Coins",  by 

Ibrahim  To’zen.  Price  LT20.  Istanbul.  1975* 

There  is  an  English  introduction  to  this  and  then  36  coins 
are  illustrated.  However,  the  details  are  given  only  in- 
Turkish.  There  are  3 extremely  important  lists  given,  with 
no  English  details  but  with  the  additional  use  of  the  Latin 
alphabet  which  makes  them  understandable  to  numismatic 
scholars.  No.  1 is  a list  of  the  names  written  in  numbers 
of  Hormuzd  IV,  Khusrau  II  and  Yezdigird  III.  The  pronunci- 
ation of  the  pehlevi  writings  is  shown  opposite  each  name 
or  word.  There  are  NO  pehlevi  letters,  only  pronunciations. 
List  2 show  the  names  of  the  places  where  the  coins  were 
minted.  The  names  are  not  complete,  but  are  the  first  or 
middle  letters  as  inscribed  on  the  coins,  e.g.  No.  3^*  KA. 
This  may  be  Kazerun,  Kasan,  Kabal  or  Kazvin.  List  3 are 
the  dates  in  pehlevi  writing,  with  their  pronunciation  and 
the  corresponding  Turkish  dates.  More  detailed  information 
would  be  invaluable  here. 

No.  8:  Arab-Sasani  Paralari  II.  "The  Arab-Sasanian  Coins.  Mono- 

graph  II".  Istanbul.  1975 • Price  LT15.00.  by  Ibrahim 
T6‘zen  and  Tuncay  Aykut. 

This  monograph  is  a continuation  of  No.  7*  15  coins  are  il- 

lustrated and  described,  but  unfortunately  the  descriptions 
are  only  in  Turkish.  However,  there  is  a more  detailed 
account  and  history  in  this  than  in  the  first  monograph. 

The  latter  dealt  mainly  with  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Omar, 
and  part  of  the  Omayyad  rule.  This  one  is  concerned  with 
the  coins  minted  by  the  Abbasid  governors,  and  by  the  rulers 
bearing  the  title  of  "Ispehbed"  who  reigned  for  many  years 
in  Tabaristan.  The  two  lists  given  in  this  number  follow 
the  same  principles  as  those  in  the  first  monograph,  i.e. 
rulers  and  governors,  and  the  pronunciations  not  already 
given. 

I recommend  these  monographs  highly  to  all  Islamic  collectors. 

There  are  about  LTl4  to  the  $1,  so  they  are  very  inexpensive  and  a 

valuable  adjunct  to  any  library.  The  bank  puts  these  out  as  a 
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public  service  to  Islamic  History  and  Culture. 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell. 

F-S.A.Scot.,  F.R.N.S.,  N.I.,  N.S.I. 

(Note:  Modern  Turkish  spellings  have  been  used  throughout.) 


Punch -Marked  Coins  of  Ancient  India,  by  Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta, 
Annapurna  Prakashan,  J12/15R  Bowliabagh,  Ramkatora,  VARANASI-221002 
(INDIA):  Approx.  400  pp.,  50  Plates,  Royal  Octvo  Size,  due  publi- 

cation Winter  1976,  price  to  be  fixed  on  publication. 

The  following  is  not  a review,  but  more  truly  an  announcement  of  an 
upcoming  reference. 

Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta,  a NI  member  and  prominent  numismatist  who  special- 
izes in  the  numismatics  of  India,  has  kindly  sent  word  that  all  NI 
members  will  be  entitled  to  a 20$  discount  on  the  above  upcoming 
book,  due  for  publication  next  winter.  Inquiries  should  be  sent 
direct  to  the  publishers,  Annapurna  Prakashan  (address  above), 
giving  your  NI  membership  number  requesting  the  20$  discount.  The 
discount  is  for  pre -publication  orders  only. 

Dr.  Gupta's  advance  information  on  the  reference  states  it  will  be 
an  authoritative  study  of  the  Ancient-most  coinage  of  India.  It 
deals  with  antiquity,  technique  of  manufacture,  metrology,  symbology 
of  the  punch-marked  coins  and  other  related  matters. 

The  reference  will  catalogue  more  than  500  varieties  of  the  punch- 
marked  coins  belonging  to  the  Local  States  ( Janapadas  and  Mahajana- 
padas  c. 600-400  B.C.)  and  the  Imperial  rulers  of  the  Nanda  and 
Maurya  dynasties  of  Magadha  (c. 400-200  B.C.).  Many  varieties  are 
previously  unpublished  and  unknown. 

Each  variety  will  be  illustrated  and  detailed  descriptions  will  be 
given  of  the  finds. 

The  reference  will  contain  an  exhaustive  bibliography  of  publications. 

Other  publications  planned  by  Dr.  Gupta,  expected  during  1977 -78; 
include : 

1.  Coins  of  Akbar 

2.  Early  Indigenous  Coins  of  India  (Circa  200  B.C.  - 400  A.D.) 

3*  Ancient  Coins  of  South  and  Western  India 

4.  Coins  of  the  Sultanates  of  North  India  (Dehli,  Bengal, 
Jaunpur,  Gujarat  & Malawa) 

5.  Coins  of  the  Sultanates  of  South  India  (Bahmani,  Nizam 
Shahi,  Adil  Shahi,  Qutb  Shahi,  Barid  Shahi  and  Madura) 

6.  Indo-European  Coins  (Dutch,  Danish,  Portuguese,  French  and 
English) 

7 • Coins  of  the  Successors  of  the  Mughals  (Maratha,  Durranis, 
Sikhs,  Awadh,  Mysore  and  others) 

8.  Local  Indian  Coins  During  British  Supremacy  ( 1803-19^-7 
A.D.) 
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Member  Notice  Page 

G.  Thomas  Ryden,  Box  4428,  Pittsburgh;  Pa.  15205 ; I have  been  unsuc- 
cessful  in  obtaining  an  Y14  10  Fils  of  Iraq;  can  any  member  please 
help?  Thank  you. 

Editor:  The  use  of  the  "Member  Notice  Page"  has  been  on  the  lean 

side  the  past  few  months.  Perhaps  a comment  as  to  its  purpose  it 
needed  to  update  new  members  who  may  not  be  familiar  with  the  use 
of  the  page.  The  MNP  is  FREE  to  all  NI  members  for  use  in  publish- 
ing "notices"  that  do  not  offer  anything  for  sale.  Notices  dealing 
with  research  are  given  priority  whenever  the  page  is  oversubscribed. 
Members  are  urged  to  use  the  page  for  research  requests,  coin  and 
book  want  list  items,  trade  items,  etc.  It  is  your  FREE  page  to  use. 


Publication  Deadline  for  the  NI  BULLETIN:  The  Friday  following  the 

first  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  printing  deadline  for  the  follow- 
ing month's  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  All  material  should  be  sent 
direct  to  the  Editor,  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 
79^13,  USA. 


THE  RAFLET  STAMP  CLUB  ANNOUNCES  FORMATION  OF  A NUMISMATIC  SECTION 


The  Raflet  Stamp  Club  of  Great  Britain,  for  all  serving  and  ex- 
service  members  of  the  British,  Dominions  & Allied  Air  Forces, 
early  this  year  announced  the  formation  of  a numismatic  section. 

The  club  has  a world-wide  membership  of  over  950  which  caters  to 
the  Philatelic  section  and  hopes  to  enlarge  it  overall  membership 
now  that  numismatics  has  also  been  added  to  its  endeavours. 

Any  NI  members  interested  in  learning  more  about  RAFLET  and  its 
services  are  invited  to  write  for  an  airmail  reply.  Please  re- 
member to  specify  you  want  information  on  the  Numismatic  Section 
(or  Philatelic  Section)  and  enclose  an  International  Reply  Coupon 
or  the  equivalent  of  $1.00  US  funds. 

Information  on  the  Numismatic  Section  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  R. 

G.  Horton.  "Homefield".  Camkie.  Helston.  Cornwall  TR13  ODN. 
England . 

Information  on  the  Philatelic,  or  any  other  Sections,  may  be  obtain- 
ed from  A.  G.  Groom,  6 Grove  Court,  Falkland  Grove,  Dorking,  Surrey. 
RH4  3DL . England . 


Editor:  Again  we  have  run  out  of  space  in  trying  to  keep  up 

our  "something  for  everyone"  concept.  Next  month,  an  interesting 
article  by  Elmer  E.  and  Mary  L.  Wright  "The  Notgeld  of  World  War 
Two",  plus  an  always  interesting  article  by  Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 
andothers.  If  you  don't  see  articles  pertaining  to  your  area  of 
collecting,  drop  a note  to  the  Editor  and  we  will  try  to  find  a 
volunteer  author  for  that  subject. 
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